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Abstract The eight megophryids larvae show a distinct dichotomy among the morphology
of the jaw sheaths using scanning electron microscopy. The morphology of jaw sheaths of
Leptobrachiinae and Leptolalaginae larvae were similar. Their upper jaw sheaths is U-shaped
and strong keratinized, the serrations is pyramidal, broad-based and short pointed. While the
upper jaw sheaths of Megophryinae larvae were less curved and weak keratinized, with
narrow-based and long pointed serrations. These distinctions among the jaw sheaths of three
subfamilies tadpoles most can be related to their specific ecological habits and to their dietary
specializations.
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Figure 2: Serrations measurements in tadpoles of nine species
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